
CCA #74    San Juan Creek 

DESCRIPTION  
The San Juan Creek Watershed in southern Orange County drains a broad, fan-
shaped, fairly steep watershed, with much of its headwaters in the Cleveland 
National Forest and other public lands. The watershed includes portions of the 
cities of Dana Point, Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel, Mission Viejo, Rancho Santa 
Margarita, San Juan Capistrano, and unincorporated areas within the County of 
Orange.  The creek discharges into the Pacific Ocean at Doheny State Park Beach. 
Offshore of the CCA are two marine protected areas, Doheny State Marine Park 
and Doheny State Marine Conservation Area.  

Doheny State Park Beach frequently exceeds State recreational water quality 
standards for bacteria. Currently, no major point source dischargers of pollutants 
to the creeks of the watershed have been clearly identified. Water quality problems 
in the watershed are believed to be primarily due to non-point source runoff from 
urbanized areas.  There is also a significant, and as yet not completely defined, 
contribution of bacteria from birds and other wildlife sources outside of the 
developed areas.  

Doheny State Beach and         
San Juan Creek 

(Copyright © 2005 Kenneth & Gabrielle 
Adelman, California Coastal Records 

Project). 
For more photos, visit: 

www.californiacoastline.org. 

 

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION    
San Juan Creek is a 2002 303(d)-listed impaired waterbody that flows into Marine Protected Areas (Doheny State 
Marine Park, and Doheny State Marine Conservation Area). 
 

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS 
Top 5 Runoff Pollutants of Concern  

2002 303(d)- 
Listed 

Pollutants  
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(& Proposed 
Completion 
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Other Pollutants of Concern
Efforts to 
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Pollutants 
(See next page) 

Selected Coastal Zone 
Waterbodies 

Bacteria 
Indicators

? ? ? ?  

San Juan Creek ▲ ▲ 
Medium 

     

San Juan Creek Mouth  ■  ■ 
Medium 

     

 Potential Sources of Pollutants in Coastal Waterbodies  
Agriculture       
Forestry (Silviculture)       
Urban Areas       
¾ Urban Runoff/ Storm 

Sewers 
     a-h 

Marinas & Boating       
Hydromodification       
Wetlands & Riparian Areas      f, g 
Unspecified Nonpoint Source ▲ ■      
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MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
a) San Juan Creek Watershed Bacterial Study (2002) http://www.ocwatersheds.com/

watersheds/introduction.asp  
County of Orange, Watershed and Coastal 
Resources Office Larry McKenney (714) 834-5067 Larry.McKenney@pfrd.ocgov.c

om
¾ Bacterial watershed study of San Juan Creek to determine bacterial loadings and sources, to develop and implement 

a correction program using bacteriological monitoring surveys and bacterial source tracking (BST) analysis. 
b) Diversion of Alipaz Storm Drain to Sanitary Sewer; Diversion of 

Del Obispo Storm Drain to Sanitary Sewer 
http://www.danapoint.org/publi
cworks/publicworks.htm

City of Dana Point Lisa Zawaski (949) 248-3584 waterquality@danapoint.org
¾ Divert urban runoff at Doheny State Beach. 
c) Divert Urban Runoff at Doheny State Beach/Dana Point - Del 

Obispo Storm Drain Treatment Project 
http://www.danapoint.org/publi
cworks/publicworks.htm

City of Dana Point Laura Peters (916) 341-5854 LPeters@waterboards.ca.gov

¾ Low-flow diversion of urban runoff to sewer system with a CDS unit to help remove oil, grease, sediment, and 
trash. 

d) Storm Drain Inlet Filter Program  http://www.danapoint.org/publi
cworks/publicworks.htm

City of Dana Point Rick Rudometkin (949) 248-3589 rrudometkin@DanaPoint.org  
¾ Installation and maintenance of comprehensive storm drain inlet filter program, covering every City-owned inlet. 
e) Diversion of North Creek Storm Drain to Sanitary Sewer http://www.danapoint.org/publi

cworks/publicworks.htm
City of Dana Point Rick Rudometkin (949) 248-3589 rrudometkin@DanaPoint.org  
¾ Low-flow diversion of urban runoff to sewer system with a CDS unit to help remove oil, grease, sediment, and 

trash. 
f) San Juan Creek Watershed Urban Runoff Management Plan www.ocwatershed.com  

 
San Juan Creek Watershed Committee Ziad Mazboudi 949-234-4413 ZMazboudi@sanjuancapistrano.

org
¾ Comprehensive watershed management study to enhance understanding of the ecological and environmental 

processes within the watershed. Has been underway for several years, is currently in the Feasibility Study phase. 
g) South Orange County Integrated Regional Watershed 

Management Plan (2005) 
 

http://www.ocwatersheds.com/
watersheds/pdfs/5_18_05_Draft
_South_OC_IRWM_Plan.pdf  

County of Orange, Watershed and Coastal 
Resources Division; in partnership with 12 
cities and 7 water and wastewater agencies 

Larry McKenney (714) 834-5173 larry.mckenney@rdmd.ocgov.c
om  

¾ Grant proposal for implementing an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan that focuses primarily on the 
projects and plans of the member agencies, with an emphasis on water supply and water quality. 

h) Upper Oso Creek Barrier Project
 

www.smwd.com  

Santa Margarita Water District  Dan Ferons (949) 459-6400 danf@smwd.com  
 

¾ Urban diversion project taking ALL the water out of Oso Creek (at corner of Oso Parkway and Montanoso Drive 
adjacent to the Mission Viejo Golf Course) and directly using it as reclaimed water at their recycled water facility. 
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REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS 
¾ City of San Juan Capistrano, 

Engineering & Water Quality 
www.sanjuancapistrano.

org
Ziad 

Mazboudi  
(949) 

234-4413
zmazboudi@sanjuancapistrano.o
rg

¾ City of Dana Point, Public 
Works Dept. 

http://www.danapoint.or
g/publicworks/publicwo

rks.htm

Lisa 
Zawaski 

(949) 
248-3584 waterquality@danapoint.org

¾ City of Laguna Hills http://www.ci.laguna-
hills.ca.us/   (949) 

707-2650 clh@ci.laguna-hills.ca.us  

¾ City of Laguna Niguel http://;www.ci.laguna-
niguel.ca.us  

Nancy 
Palmer 

(949) 
362-4384 npalmer@ci.laguna-niguel.ca.us

¾ City of Mission Viejo www.cityofmissionviej
o.org  Joe Ames (949) 

470-8419 james@mission-viejo.com  

¾ City of Rancho Santa 
Margarita 

http://www.cityofrsm.or
g/rsm_website/stormwat

er.asp  

Tom 
Wheeler 

(949) 
635-1800  

¾ County of Orange, Watershed 
& Coastal Resources Division 

http://www.ocwatershed
s.com/

Larry 
McKenney 

(714) 
834-5067

Larry.McKenney@pfrd.ocgov.co
m

¾ Calif. Coastal Commission, 
Water Quality Unit 

http://www.coastal.ca.g
ov/nps/npsndx.html 

Tracy 
Duffey 

(805) 
585-1809 tduffey@coastal.ca.gov

¾ San Diego Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 

http://www.waterboards
.ca.gov/sandiego/  

Bruce 
Posthumus 

(858) 
467-2964

bposthumas@waterboards.ca.go
v 

¾ State Water Resources 
Control Board, ASBSs 

http://www.swrcb.ca.go
v/plnspols/oplans/asbs.h

tml

Connie 
Anderson 

(916) 
341-5280 csanderson@waterboards.ca.gov

¾ California Coastal 
Conservancy 

http://www.coastalcons
ervancy.ca.gov/ Mary Small (510) 

286-4181 msmall@scc.ca.gov 

¾ Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Marine Region 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
mrd/ 

John 
Ugoretz  

(831) 
649-2893 jugoretz@dfg.ca.gov 
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